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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

22ND JUDICIAL CONFERENCE,  
U.S. COURT OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

 
The Honorable Jennifer Choe-Groves 

 
On October 10, 2024, the U.S. Court of International Trade held its 

22nd Judicial Conference.  This unique Court Conference brought 
together the country’s thought leaders from the bench, bar, and academia 
to engage in discussions about cutting-edge issues in international trade 
and customs law.  The theme of the Conference was Transparency, Trade, 
and Technology.   

The Conference provided robust discussions about the impact of new 
technologies and legislative changes on international trade and customs 
law.  Topics at the Conference included the following: Agencies Speak 
(Principals from the U.S. Department of Commerce, the U.S. 
International Trade Commission, and U.S. Customs and Border Patrol); 
Two Agencies, Two Enforcement Regimes: Scope, EAPA, and 
Circumvention Issues Before Customs and Commerce; Administrative  
Protective Order Rules: Protecting Business Proprietary Information 
While Striving For Transparency; Forced Labor: Framework, Supply 
Chain Issues, and Remedies; Can You Hear Me Now? Principles 
Affecting Getting Arguments Heard, Including Jurisdiction, 
Intervention, and Exhaustion; Static Rules and Evolving Business 
Information: The Ethics of Confidentiality in Trade Proceedings; Is Trade 
Special? Trade Law and Judicial Deference After Loper Bright; and A 
“Fireside Chat” with Members of the Bench.   

The papers in this edition of the Rutgers University Law Review 
incorporate substantive reflections on these program topics by esteemed 
members of the international trade and customs bar.   

The Planning Committee for the Conference included Judge Jennifer 
Choe-Groves of the U.S. Court of International Trade; Elizabeth Drake, 
Partner, Schagrin Associates; Mario Toscano, Clerk of Court, U.S. Court 
of International Trade; Professor Padideh Ala’I, American University 
Washington College of Law; Mary Jane Alves, Partner, Cassidy Levy 
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Kent; Justin Ross Becker, Senior Managing Associate, Sidley Austin, 
LLP; Emily Beline, Senior Counsel, FedEx; Claudia Burke, Assistant 
Branch Manager, U.S. Department of Justice; Jane Chang Dempsey, 
General Attorney, U.S. International Trade Commission; Robert 
Heilferty, Chief Counsel, U.S. Department of Commerce; Aimee Lee, 
Assistant Director, U.S. Department of Justice; Kristin Him Mowry, 
Partner, Mowry & Grimson, PLLC; Richard O’Neill, Partner, Neville 
Peterson, LLP; Michael Rollm Partner, Roll & Harris LLP; Leah 
Scarpelli, Partner, ArentFox Schiff LLP; Jamie Shookman, Senior 
Counsel, Husch Blackwell; Paula Smith, Assistant Chief Counsel, U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection; and Daniel Witkowski, Counsel, Akin 
Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP.   

 


